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      118082.000 D Common, CMN 

   q Which word    best  describes something 
that is  almost invisible ? 

   tiny A. 

   small B. 

   undersized C. 

   microscopic D. 

   

          

      118200.000 D Common, CMN 

   w The suffi x -   less  in the words  helpless  
and  careless  means 

   most. A. 

   tiny. B. 

   some. C. 

   without. D. 
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Read this passage about a young boy’s hope of catching a big fi sh. Then 
answer the questions that follow.

I must have been dreaming about catching a fi sh, for I woke with a 
start at dawn. Slipping on my sweater, I went out to the porch without 
waking Grandpa.

The sky was pearly pink and the air was still. The lake was like 
smooth gray satin—until all at once, at the end of the dock, a big fi sh 
churned the water.

I grabbed my fi shing rod and raced down to the shore. Tiptoeing onto 
the dock, I cast toward where the fi sh had jumped, and started slowly 
reeling in my line.

Nothing happened.
I cast to the right and again reeled in.
Taking a deep breath, I cast a third time, toward the weeds near the 

shore.
With a sudden jerk, my rod fl ew forward, nearly yanked from my 

hands. Then my reel was screaming as the line played out. The huge fi sh 
had grabbed my lure and was swimming away with it. I could feel the 
creature’s power as it swam—straight toward the weeds, where it could 
tangle the line and escape.

2

The Biggest Fish in the Lake
by Margaret Carney
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I planted my feet and pulled back as hard as I could. If I reeled in too 
quickly, the fi sh would break the line.

Slowly I wound in a bit, then let the fi sh swim out. I drew it in again 
and let it run the other way. Back and forth it darted, tugging on my line, 
until my arms grew tired.

But the fi sh was tiring, too.
When I fi nally reeled it in close enough to glimpse, I almost dropped 

my rod. This fi sh wasn’t stout and muscular like a bass—it was long and 
slim, with a narrow snout and sharp teeth.

And it was big! It was a muskie!
I didn’t have a net, so I carefully drew the muskie along the dock 

toward shore, keeping tension on the line like Grandpa taught me. When 
I got the fi sh to the shallows, I jumped into the water right behind it.

With a fl ip of its tail, the muskie leaped away toward the beach. Half 
in and half out of the water, it lay on its side, panting.

Heart pounding, I stared in wonder at the fi sh, from its glaring eye 
to its long fanned tail. I couldn’t wait to show it to Grandpa. He’d be so 
proud of me! I had caught the biggest fi sh in the lake—a mighty muskie!

One scoop of my arms could land it. I bent forward, then froze. The 
muskie was so magnifi cent – so powerful and sleek.

Suddenly I wasn’t sure I wanted to keep it.
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      118123.000 B Common, CMN 

   e In paragraph 2, the setting can be    best  
described as 

   gloomy. A. 

   calm. B. 

   dangerous. C. 

   secretive. D. 

   

      118127.000 D Common, CMN 

   r In paragraph 9, the word    darted  means 
that the fi sh 

   waited alone. A. 

   grew bigger. B. 

   looked closely. C. 

   moved quickly. D. 

   

      118128.000 A Common, CMN 

t  What is the    most likely  reason that 
the boy is surprised when he gets the 
fi sh close? 

   It is bigger than he expects. A. 

   It is leaping toward the beach. B. 

   It is still trying to get away. C. 

   It is swimming in the water. D. 

   

      118129.000 A Common, CMN 

   y In paragraph 15, the phrase “heart 
pounding” means that the boy is   

   excited about catching the fi sh. A. 

   surprised the fi sh is tired. B. 

   anxious Grandpa may miss the fi sh. C. 

   nervous the fi sh may swim away. D. 

   

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u Describe the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Use details from the passage to support 
your answer.   
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Read this recipe for a kind of bread from medieval times (Middle Ages). Then answer 
the questions that follow.

A Delight! Rose Petal Bread
by Avery Hart and Paul Mantell

This delicately fl avored medieval bread is 
truly fi t for a king or queen! 

YOU WILL NEED:
For two loaves
• 1 package active dry yeast
• 1½ cups (375 ml) lukewarm rose water
• 1 tablespoon (15 ml) sugar
• 2 teaspoons (10 ml) salt
• 3–4 cups (750 ml–1L) fl our
• Cornmeal and butter
• Food dye (color)
• 1 egg white

 To begin, make the rose water by 
simmering rose petals in a small amount of 
water. Then, remove the petals. 

In a large bowl, dissolve the yeast in the 
rose water. Stir sugar, salt, and some fl our 
into the yeast. With clean hands, knead (push 
and pull) the dough. Add more and more fl our 
until it won’t take anymore. 

Push the dough around on a fl oured board. 
When the dough becomes smooth and elastic, 
cover the bowl with a clean cloth, and go play 
for an hour!  

Ask an adult to help with this recipe.
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When you return, the dough will be bigger. 
Punch down the dough, and divide it in half. 

Form each half into a circle, oval, heart, 
or long loaf. Place the loaves on separate 
buttered baking sheets that are sprinkled with 
cornmeal. 

Next comes the art part.

Mix a food color with a little bit of egg 
white to make “paint.” Paint vines, leaves, 
fl owers, snakes, or any other art on the top of 
the loaves. 

Bake in a preheated oven for 40 minutes at 
400ºF (200°C). 

Delicious!
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          128931.000 C Common, CMN 

   i In the recipe, the dough gets bigger 
when it   

   is stirred. A. 

   is pushed. B. 

   has time to rest. C. 

   has enough water. D. 

   

      128932.000 D Common, CMN 

   o A synonym (same meaning) for the 
word    divide  is 

   block. A. 

   spread. B. 

   damage. C. 

   separate. D. 

   

      128933.000 C Common, CMN 

   1) What should be done    before  the loaves 
are placed on the baking sheets? 

   The baking sheets should be heated A. 
in the oven. 

   A design should be created on the B. 
tops of the loaves. 

   Butter and cornmeal should be put C. 
on the baking sheets. 

   The loaves should be checked for D. 
enough sugar, salt, and fl our. 

   

      128936.000 A Common, CMN 

   1! Which sentence is an    opinion ? 

   “This delicately fl avored medieval A. 
bread is truly fi t for a king or 
queen!” 

   “With clean hands, knead (push and B. 
pull) the dough.” 

   “When the dough becomes smooth C. 
and elastic, cover the bowl with 
a clean cloth, and go play for an 
hour!” 

   “Mix a food color with a little bit of D. 
egg white to make ‘paint.’” 

   

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@ Explain how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Use information from the recipe 
to support your answer.   
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

4.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings or relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/homophones, or 
shades of meaning

      118082.000 D Common, CMN 

   q Which word    best  describes something 
that is  almost invisible ? 

   tiny A. 

   small B. 

   undersized C. 

   microscopic D. 

   

4.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes and base words; or context clues; or 
other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries; or prior knowledge)

      118200.000 D Common, CMN 

   w The suffi x -   less  in the words  helpless  
and  careless  means 

   most. A. 

   tiny. B. 

   some. C. 

   without. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

Biggest Fish in the Lake
Literary Text

4.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying or describing 
character(s), setting, problem/solution, major events, or plot, as appropriate to text; or identifying any 
signifi cant changes in character(s) over time

      118123.000 B Common, CMN 

   e In paragraph 2, the setting can be    best  
described as 

   gloomy. A. 

   calm. B. 

   dangerous. C. 

   secretive. D. 

   

4.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes and base words; or context clues; or 
other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries; or prior knowledge)

      118127.000 D Common, CMN 

   r In paragraph 9, the word    darted  means 
that the fi sh 

   waited alone. A. 

   grew bigger. B. 

   looked closely. C. 

   moved quickly. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

Biggest Fish in the Lake
Literary Text

4.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying or describing 
character(s), setting, problem/solution, major events, or plot, as appropriate to text; or identifying 
any signifi cant changes in character(s) over time 

      118128.000 A Common, CMN 

t  What is the    most likely  reason that 
the boy is surprised when he gets the 
fi sh close? 

   It is bigger than he expects. A. 

   It is leaping toward the beach. B. 

   It is still trying to get away. C. 

   It is swimming in the water. D. 

   

4.5.2 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by describing 
main characters’ physical characteristics or personality traits; or providing examples of thoughts, 
words, or actions that reveal characters’ personality traits

      118129.000 A Common, CMN 

   y In paragraph 15, the phrase “heart 
pounding” means that the boy is   

   excited about catching the fi sh. A. 

   surprised the fi sh is tired. B. 

   anxious Grandpa may miss the fi sh. C. 

   nervous the fi sh may swim away. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

Biggest Fish in the Lake
Literary Text

4.4.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by paraphrasing or summarizing 
key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text  

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u Describe the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Use details from the passage to support 
your answer.   

   

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. 
Response includes relevant details from the passage.

3
Response provides a description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Response 
includes some relevant details from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. 
Response uses limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Responses will describe that the boy tries hard to catch the fi sh, and the fi sh wants to get away. 
Response may also describe that once the boy catches the fi sh he debates whether to keep it or let 
it go.

Details from the passage should support these ideas.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Response includes 
relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides a description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Response includes some 
relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

Response provides a partial description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Response uses 
limited details from the passage.

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

Response provides a partial description of the struggle between the boy and the fi sh. Response uses 
limited details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

      118132.001 Common, CMN 

   u     

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

4.8.5 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by making inferences 
about causes or effects

A Delight! Rose Petal Bread
Informational Text

          128931.000 C Common, CMN 

   i In the recipe, the dough gets bigger 
when it   

   is stirred. A. 

   is pushed. B. 

   has time to rest. C. 

   has enough water. D. 

   

4.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings or relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/homophones, or 
shades of meaning

      128932.000 D Common, CMN 

   o A synonym (same meaning) for the 
word    divide  is 

   block. A. 

   spread. B. 

   damage. C. 

   separate. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

A Delight! Rose Petal Bread
Informational Text

4.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions related to explicitly stated main/central ideas or 
key details

      128933.000 C Common, CMN 

   1) What should be done    before  the loaves 
are placed on the baking sheets? 

   The baking sheets should be heated A. 
in the oven. 

   A design should be created on the B. 
tops of the loaves. 

   Butter and cornmeal should be put C. 
on the baking sheets. 

   The loaves should be checked for D. 
enough sugar, salt, and fl our. 

   

4.8.4 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by distinguishing fact 
from opinion

      128936.000 A Common, CMN 

   1! Which sentence is an    opinion ? 

   “This delicately fl avored medieval A. 
bread is truly fi t for a king or 
queen!” 

   “With clean hands, knead (push and B. 
pull) the dough.” 

   “When the dough becomes smooth C. 
and elastic, cover the bowl with 
a clean cloth, and go play for an 
hour!” 

   “Mix a food color with a little bit of D. 
egg white to make ‘paint.’” 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

A Delight! Rose Petal Bread
Informational Text

4.7.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
obtaining information from text features (e.g., table of contents, glossary, index,  transition words/
phrases, bold or italicized text, headings, subheadings, graphic organizers, charts, graphs, or 
illustrations)

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@ Explain how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Use information from the recipe 
to support your answer.   

   

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to 
follow. Response includes relevant information from the recipe.

3
Response provides an explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. 
Response includes information from the recipe.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to 
follow. Response includes limited information from the recipe.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Response will likely explain how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. The pictures show the 
reader how to 

mix the ingredients, • 

knead the dough, • 

cover the dough, • 

mold the dough, and • 

paint the bread.• 

Information from the recipe should support these ideas.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

SCORE POINT 4

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

Response provides a thorough explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Response 
includes relevant information from the recipe.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

Response provides an explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Response includes 
information from the recipe.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

Response provides a partial explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Response 
includes limited information from the recipe.

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

Response provides a partial explanation of how the pictures make the recipe easier to follow. Response 
includes limited information from the recipe.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 READING 

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

      128937.000 Common, CMN 

   1@     

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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